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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, May 7, 2018 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, May 7, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers at 

1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge of 

Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Dan Sebben, 

Ashley Metcalf, Lisa Eppert and Danny Hebenstreit. Reggie Finney, Joan Provaznik, 

Rick Vilcek and Megan Moylan were necessarily absent. Also present were Amy 

Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Jay T. Bell Award 

City Manager Amy Hamilton 

 

Mayor Thomson stated that the terms “Vision”, “Leader”, “Inspire” are all qualities 

that represent a good city manager.  Last week, our own City Manager, Amy 

Hamilton received the Jay T. Bell award at the MCMA conference.  Mayor Thomson 

stated the award recognizes the top State’s city manager who exemplifies those 

qualities. 

 

Richmond Heights Youth Group 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the Richmond Heights Youth Group met earlier to receive 

their certificates of attendance and noted their project this year was the “Hope Box” 

(which was displayed at the back of the Chambers).  Mayor Thomson stated the 

group had decided on the subject, constructed and painted the box which will be 

located at THE HEIGHTs and filled with necessary things; canned food, toiletries, 

etc. and will be available free of charge.  It is hoped that Heights’ visitors will drop 

off items to keep the box filled. 

 

RH City-Wide Events 

 

Mayor Thomson thanked those who participated in the Tons of Transportation and 

the successful Art Fest this past weekend, noting there was great attendance and good 

weather.  Mayor Thomson noted the new Farmer’s Market will be held the first 

Sunday in the month, May through October at The Boulevard and hopes everyone 

will be supportive of this new venture. 

 

Mayor Thomson thanked our Parks Department for the spring plantings; the flowers 

look wonderful-Spring has arrived. 
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Veterans Memorial Event 

May 24, 2018 

 

City Attorney Ken Heinz stated there will be a Veterans’ Memorial service on 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial Gazebo on THE 

HEIGHTS grounds.  The committee will be honoring the late Richard Provaznik, a 

Navy veteran of the Korean War and a former Mayor of Richmond Heights. 

 

2019 National Police Week 

Proclamation 

 

Council Member Danny Hebenstreit read and presented a Proclamation from the City 

Council honoring National Police Week, May 13-19, 2018 with Police Memorial Day 

on May 15.  Major Craig Mueller received the Proclamation for his department. 

 

Odin Spinka 

New Police Officer 

 

Major Mueller introduced Odin Spinka, the City’s newest police officer.  Deputy City 

Clerk Villmer performed the swearing-in ceremony.  

 

Major Mueller stated we also have a Cadet officer we are hoping to welcome  to the 

Richmond Heights Police Department  in June once he gradulates the Academy. 

 

2018 Public Service Employees Week 

Proclamation 

 

Council Member Lisa Eppert read and presented a Proclamation from the City 

Council honoring Public Service Employees Week, May 6-12, 2018.  Mayor 

Thomson stated he is thankful for the quality employees the City has and thanked 

everyone for the work they do for the City. 

 

Certified Election Results 

April 3, 2018 

 

Deputy City Clerk Pat Villmer stated she had received the official, certified election 

results from the Board of Elections and stated it was necessary to read them into the 

minutes as follows: 
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CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Andrew Franke-7578 Warner Avenue- stated he would like the City to consider a 

noise ordinance that would prohibit the “jake braking” of large trucks on I-170 and I-

64.  Mr. Franke stated the large trucks are guilty of using the throttle downshift, 

making loud noises as they travel through Richmond Heights.   

 

Mayor Thomson stated the City has a designated ordinance for this type of noise 

nuisance and stated the City will put signs up to that effect. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting Sine Die 

April 16, 2018 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Metcalf seconded, a motion for the approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting Sine Die of April 16, 2018.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Regular Meeting 

April 16, 2018 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Metcalf seconded, a motion for the approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 16, 2018.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
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#3 Chafford Woods 

Petition #2018-06-Site Plan Review 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Petition #2018-06 for an in-fill house at #3 Chafford Woods has 

been before the Plan & Zoning Commission and was approved after submitting a 

revised site plan and architectural renderings to the Commission on April 19. Ms. 

Hamilton asked if the Council wished to call the Petition up for review or approve the 

Site Plan as submitted. 

 

The Council stated they did not wish to call the Petition up for review and to let the 

Plan and Zoning Commission approval stand. 

 

Mr. Sebben commented that the plans in question had been revised to satisfaction and 

noted the previous home was in great disrepair. 

 

Clayton/Brentwood Boulevard Project Update 

 

Greg Mullenix Design and Development principal for Equis Hotels presented the 

Council with an update of the proposed second phase of the hotel project at 

Brentwood and Clayton Road. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated they have completed the schematic design of the hotel, 

determination of the hotel amenities; restaurant, coffee shop, fitness center, rooftop 

bar, garage etc., almost identical to previous update information. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated this year the construction budget of the hotel/garage has been 

determined and total capitalization and total cost has been determined and they have 

begun process of gathering the funding for the project.  Mr. Mullenix stated they and 

their partner, Rockbridge Financial are placing this project and Homewood Suites and 

a few other hotel assets together to use as a financial vehicle to start the project.  Mr. 

Mullenix stated these recapitalizations are complicated and are anticipated to be done 

in October of this year; next will be selection of hotel brand and complete design for 

construction.  The brand selection choice will be determined on customer demand, 

specific to distinctive upscale hotel.   

 

Mr. Mullenix stated he knows the project is a long time coming and feel the project 

capitalization is indicative the project is moving forward. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated previously you told us you still haven’t named your brand and 

told us about September 2018 dates at that time.  Will you be choosing that brand this 

Fall 2018.   

 

Mr. Mullenix stated that should be accomplished this Fall, finish the design and start 

the project at the beginning of next year. 
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Mayor Thomson reminded Mr. Mullenix it had been since 2008-12 or so that this 

project was to be developed and not much has changed since then.  Mayor Thomson 

stated as part of the agreement with the City, we all recognize there are some 

financial considerations that were granted back then that are being lost to you each 

year that you delay on the constructions. Mayor Thomson stated it is beneficial that 

you start the construction as soon as possible. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the next quarterly report is due in July, will we hear anything 

different. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated we will still be working on financing. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated there were some difficulties you faced along the line and the 

City has understood that there were some unavoidable delays, but we want to see this 

more at a faster pace. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated the project should be moving along; the upscale hotels do take 

longer to finance and we are hopeful we are now on the right track.  

 

 

Residences at Boland Place Update 

 

Joseph Cyr updated the Council on the project progress on The Residences at Boland 

Place.  Mr. Cyr stated there was much progress; construction documents are complete 

and submitted and have been through permit review three times with the Building 

Department and are working to address the final list of questions/comments.  Mr. Cyr 

stated their general contractor had been selected, Impact Strategies, a well-known 

Illinois construction team who are working on the financing aspects with their sub-

contractor. 

 

Mr. Cyr stated we hope to move forward as soon as we have all of our costs lined out 

and everything approved by the lender. 

 

Mr. Sebben asked if he had any idea when things may start on the project. 

 

Mr. Cyr stated we want to start as soon as the lender gives us clearance to do so and 

at this time I am not able to respond until they do so. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated you had previously told us at the end of you would have your 

final financing package in place in 45 days; but then adjusted it to 90 days. We are 

now beyond that.  Mayor Thomson stated we would like to have a starting date.  

  

Mr. Cyr stated we have already started, but understand you’d like a date as to when 

we would be bringing the project out of the ground.  Mr. Cyr stated he hoped it would 

be in the summer. 
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Mayor Thomson stated he would like to see by the June 4 Council meeting a start in 

the ground; or proceed to level off the ground, planting grass seed and taking the 

fence down.  Mayor Thomson stated he would like to see Mr. Cyr at the first Council 

meeting in June. 

 

Mr. Cyr stated he would contact the lender about this directive and will be in touch 

with the City. 

 

 Resolution No. 18-05 

Americans With Disabilities Act Transition Plan 

 

Ms. Hamilton gave a brief explanation of Resolution No. 18-05 which is on tonight’s 

agenda, that outlines the plans to bring our public facilities over time up to modern 

disabilities standards. Ms. Hamilton introduced Mr. Travis Helmkamp of Oates 

Associates who has been working with the City to determine what improvements 

would have the most impact to improve city facilities over time. 

 

Mr. Helmkamp, project manager, with consulting firm, Oates Associates stated he 

was selected by the city for the preparation of the ADA Transition Plan which is 

prepared according with the ADA requirements. Mr. Helmkamp stated the process 

began with an inventory of what the City has and preparing a Plan to fix what needs 

to be fixed.  The goal is to determine if there a way we can spend the City’s money 

that would have the most impact on the people, prioritizing improvements over time.  

This could include sidewalk compliance work in tandem with road resurfacing work; 

grant applications, etc. 

 

Mr. Helmkamp stated that EastWest Gateway is requiring ADA Transition Plans for 

future Federal funding applications, so it would make the city compliant with that as 

well. 

 

Mr. Helmkamp stated they had looked at the City buildings and determined any 

upgrades that might be needed to the city buildings and a planning level of cost 

estimates to reach some of these goals as a long term process and/or what would work 

best to serve immediate needs. 

 

Mr. Helmkamp stated the Transition Plan would outline the areas that the City could 

spend its money where it would serve greatest need and be the biggest benefit.  

Suggested would be sidewalks/curb wraps and building access, i.e. bathroom 

modifications, auto entrance doors into the building for wheelchair usage, etc. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that should the Council approve the Resolution and the Plan 

tonight, we do have about $15,000 funds in the new July 1 budget year to make the 

City Hall doors push button accessible and $15,000 for the doors at the Public Safety 

Building.  Ms. Hamilton stated these improvements could be implemented this 

summer/fall.  
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Jim Benedick 

Building & Zoning Administrator 

 

Ms. Hamilton announced that James Benedick has been appointed the City’s new 

Building and Zoning Administrator. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5524; second reading 

Authorizes the Mayor to execute an Intergovernmental 

Agreement with Missouri Highways & Transportation 

Commission regarding obligations, rights, as related to 

Lovella Avenue Bridge Replacement STP-5412(604), the 

STP Urban Transportation Improvement Program. 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Eppert seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5524.  Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5524 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOUIR, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH MISSOURI HIGHWAYS AND 

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION REFLECTING THEIR RESPECTIVE 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS AS RELATES TO THE LOVELLA AVENUE 

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT STP-5412(604), THE STP-URBAN 

TRANSPORATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5524. AYES: Mr. 

Hebenstreit, Mr. Sebben, Ms. Metcalf, Ms. Eppert and Mayor Thomson.  NAYS:  

None. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5524, approved 

 

Bill N. 5525; second reading 

Authorizes the Mayor to execute an agreement with 

Missouri Highways & Transportation Commission  

Outlining the project responsibilities, execution and  

Reimbursement details for McKnight Road Multimodal 

Improvement Project (TAP-5412(605). 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Eppert seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 
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No. 5525.  Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5525 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH MISSOURI HIGHWAYS 

AND TRANSPORATION COMMISSION AND CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, OUTLINING THE PROJECT RESPONSIBILITIES,  
EXECUTION, AND REIMBURSEMENT DETAILS FOR MCKNIGHT ROAD 

MULTIMODAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (TAP-5412(605). 
 
Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5525.  AYES:  Ms. Eppert, 

Mr. Sebben, Mr. Hebenstreit, Ms. Metcalf and Mayor Thomson. NAYS:  None. 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5525 approved. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution No. 18-05 

Adopts the City of Richmond Heights’ 

Americans With Disabilities Act Transition Plan 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Eppert seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution 

No. 18-05.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 18-05 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, ADOPTING THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS’ 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT TRANSITION PLAN.  

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 18-05.  Carried 

unanimously.   

 

Mayor Thomson declared Resolution No. 18-05, approved. 

 

Resolution No. 18-06 

Reappoints Barbara Summers to office as a  

Member of the Plan & Zoning Commission to a  

term ending May 1, 2021. 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Metcalf seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution 

No. 18-06. Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 18-06 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI, REAPPOINTING BARBARA SUMMERS, A RESIDENT CITIZEN, 

TO OFFICE AS A MEMBER OF THE PLAN AND ZONING COMMISSION, TO 

A TERM ENDING MAY 1, 2021. 
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Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 18-06.  Carried 

unanimously.  

 

Mayor Thomson declared Resolution No. 18-06, approved. 

 

CITIZENS’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

At approximately 8:10 p.m., with no further business to come before the meeting, Mr. 

Hebenstreit moved, Ms. Metcalf seconded, to adjourn. Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL 
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